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Article contributed by Don Robertson,
Headmaster

To parents: “Love and treasure your
children with all your heart.”

To students: “Love and appreciate
your parents with all your might.”

The above statements were made by Mr.
Randy Koster at a special presentation
between basketball games on January
30™ of this year. Randy had been given
a check from the Walker Booster Club
as a contribution to the Brad Koster Me-
morial Scholarship fund. Before finish-
ing his comments with
the above statements to
parents and students,
Randy said, “Losing a
child is a very, very diffi-
cult thing but something
like this presentation
helps comfort my family,
knowing that our son
Brad has touched so
many lives in such a
positive way.” Randy’s acceptance
comments touched the hearts of every-
one in attendance.

Brad Koster was graduated from The
Walker School in the spring of 1996.
While at Walker, he was a highly popu-
lar student and an excellent athlete. He
was just months away from receiving
his undergraduate degree from the
University of Georgia when he discov-
ered he had a cancerous tumor in his
side. Following a courageous five-
month struggle, Brad passed away on
Friday, July 20, 2001. I found out about
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Brad’s death from an email his father
sent to the many people who had been
praying for Brad and his family. In
this email Randy so beautifully wrote,
“Elaine and I talked with Brad Friday
morning to let him know that it was
OK with us to surrender the fight of
this disease and go to heaven. Even
though Brad could not speak, with his
eyes wide open and holding our hands,
he squeezed our hands very hard to let
us know he understood as we talked.
‘We could see the relief in his eyes.”
‘What a wonderful, courageous young
man. Despite his horrible illness, he
was still trying to please his incredible
parents. Everyone
who knew Brad
was devastated by
the news of his
death. Everyone
wanted to do
something to
honor this special
human being.

Several of Brad’s
classmates came to me with the idea
of establishing a Walker scholarship
fund in Brad’s honor and memory.
This idea grew into the establishment
of the annual Brad Koster Classic, a
5K run for students and parents that is
directed by Walker Trustee Skip
Chesshire. The Third Annual Brad
Koster Classic will be held Satur-
day, May 8 on the Walker campus.
The official race entry form is in-
cluded in this newsletter. Iurge you
to support this great event by partici-
pating with your family. Proceeds
from the Classic have been used to
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support students who otherwise would not
have been able to attend Walker. Recipients
must demonstrate financial need and repre-
sent the many fine qualities Brad possessed.

1 will always be thankful for the time I got to
spend with Brad and I am honored that we are
able to keep his memory alive through the
Koster Classic. Brad’s life and his death have
had a great impact on my family and me. In
concluding the email announcing Brad’s
death, his father wrote, “Brad has touched so
many people in his short 22 years and has
been the best son a mother and father could
ask for. Brad is our hero.”

Thope you will join the Koster family and me
on May 8 to take part in this fun-filled event.
You don’t have to be a good runner to partici-
pate. This is a wonderful way to honor a true
hero.
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